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TORONTO—Reading the news about 
last week’s federal byelections, you 

might get the impression that the Trudeau 
government is in trouble and the Conser-
vatives are on the rise, when in fact both 
interpretations are wrong.

Mid-term elections are traditionally 
problematic for every government. Voters 
tend to unload some expected frustration 
because they might feel the government is 
not keeping all their campaign promises.

Furthermore, most of the electorate 
stays home for a byelection, probably not 
even being aware of the vote. In fact, in a 
byelection, it is mainly the protest vote go-
ing out. This outcome is predictabl,e almost 
like the deadline for tax returns.

Last week’s byelection results fall 
right into this predictable outcome. We 
didn’t even have an upset in any of the 
five ridings involved, where they are still 
represented by MPs from the same party 
representing them before the vote.

The other fake news is that Conserva-
tives are on the rise. Really?

The electorate is leaving the Liberals 
for what? For a party with no leader and, 
obviously, no policies? The Conserva-
tive Party is in the middle of a leadership 
campaign with so many candidates that it 
is even difficult to count them, never mind 
knowing them or reading their policies. 
Which Conservatives are on the rise, those 
supporting Kellie Leitch, Kevin O’Leary, or 
Maxime Bernier?

Voters, or those few who bothered to 
go to the polls, might have been disap-
pointed with the Liberals, but definitely 
they can’t be in favour of political alter-
natives that don’t exist. I am not implying 
at all that the Liberals will win the next 
federal election, no matter what. I am 
only saying that the six byelections are 
no indication whatsoever of the political 
health of a governing party. They don’t 
reflect either the political strength of 
the opposition and, obviously, cannot be 
considered an indication of the outcome 
of the next federal election. It was true in 
the past and is even more so now.

We also predicted John Tory and Tim 
Hudak as future premiers of Ontario, 
Dalton McGuinty humiliated and Kath-
leen Wynne would go back to the school 

board. In fact, McGuinty retired on his 
own, Wynne is premier of Ontario, Tory is 
mayor of Toronto, and Hudak is CEO of the 
Ontario Real Estate Association.

Justin Trudeau might lose the next 
election, as Kathleen Wynne could win the 
next Ontario vote. According to the present 
political environment, these statements 
might sound laughable, as was the predic-
tion seven years ago that Rob Ford would 
become the 64th mayor of Toronto, or last 
year at this time that Donald Trump would 
become the 45th president of United States.

Life changes. Unfortunately, changes 
lately take place at a much faster pace 
than the time we require to absorb them. 
It is like watching a hockey game with the 
video reaching us faster than the voice 
of the commentator. It’s like the com-
mentator is watching a different game 
and, in the process, sounds ridiculous and 
incompetent—just like us explaining the 
byelections.
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Byelections have 
limited potential for 
fortune-telling 
We had very low voter 
turnouts, expected lower 
support for the government, 
and, by inertia, some 
increased support for the 
opposition. Everything 
according to script. 
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Easter tradition

Sound of music 
in the Senate
Make Music Matter, a Canadian initiative that 
provides youth in extreme poverty with public 
health and education and music therapy, held a 
program last week inside the Upper Chamber.
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Billy Talent’s Ian D’Sa and vocalist Hailee Rose. To honour the event, Buffy Sainte-Marie addressed MPs, Senators, 
Indigenous Affairs Minister Carolyn Bennett, Grand Chief North Wilson, artists, representatives from the Panzi 
foundation and other guests.

Billy Talent’s Ian D’Sa, Make Music Matter’s Darcy 
Ataman, Senator Marilou McPhedran, and Senator Lillian 
Dyck. 

Members of the Hope Choir. There was a special musical performance featuring Juno Award winner Ian D’Sa of Billy 
Talent, vocalist Hailee Rose and the Hope Choir. 

Members of the Hope Choir.

MP Hunter Tootoo and Liberal Senator Charlie Watt. Jane & Co.’s Jane Kennedy, who organized the event.

Musician Buffy Sainte-Marie, Senator Marilou 
McPhedran, and Amanda Rheaume.


